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Materialien zur Geschichte des Deutschen Volkslieds. Aus Uni- 
versitats-Vorlesungen von Rudolf Hildebrand. I. Teil : Das altere 
Volkslied. Herausgegeben von G. Berlit. Leipzig: B. G. Teubner. 
1900. Pp. viii + 239. 

This volume, which forms also the supplementary number of the four- 
teenth volume of the Zeitschrift fur den deutschen Unterricht, is made up 
from notes of lectures delivered at the University of Leipzig at various 
times during the ten years 1880-1890 by Rudolf Hildebrand, the distin- 
guished teacher and folk-investigator, on " The older German Folk-Song 
in its culture-historical and literary significance." Among the topics 
treated are : Folk-Song and Artificial Song, New Songs that hark back to 
Olden Times, The Significance of Song in Olden Life, The Literature and 
the Transmission of the Older Folk-Song, Competitive Singing, Contest 
between Summer and Winter, The Maiden and the Hazel-Bush, The Rose 
in Folk-Song, Martinmas Songs, Drinking Songs, Carnival Songs, Foot- 
soldier Songs, The Old Epic, Historical Folk-Songs, Children's Songs, etc. 
The texts of many songs are given, and there is a plenitude of biblio- 
graphical references, historical, comparative, and explanatory annotations. 
Although very fragmentary in not a few sections, this book cannot but fail 
to be useful to the student of German folk-song in its origin and develop- 
ment. " A. F. C. 

Bibliography op Worcester. A List of Books, Pamphlets, Newspapers, 
and Broadsides, printed in the Town of Worcester, Massachusetts, from 
1775 to 1848. With Historical and Explanatory Notes. By Charles 
Lemuel Nichols. Worcester: Privately Printed, mdcccxcix. Pp. 
xii-|-2i6. 

This well-printed volume contains among its 1296 entries many items of 
interest to the folk-lorist, the historian of English folk-lore in America in 
particular. The Worcester edition of "Mother Goose's Melody," Dr. 
Nichols rightly terms "the most famous of Thomas's reproductions of 
Carnan and Newbery's London children's books." The vogue which the 
" last and dying words " of criminals about to be executed enjoyed is appar- 
ent from the number of broadsides of this nature. The titles of the Juve- 
nilia and the pseudonyms of some of their authors make very good reading 
for a melancholy mood that needs to be changed into a merry one. One 
can hardly refrain from mentioning the following : " The renowned History 
of Giles Gingerbread, a little Boy who lived on Learning," 1787 ; " The 
History of Little King Pippin ; with an Account of the melancholy Death 
of four naughty Boys, who were devoured by wild Beasts. And the won- 
derful Delivery of Master Harry Harmless by a little white Horse," 1787 ; 
"The Death and Burial of Cock Robin; with the tragical Death of A 
Apple Pye," 1787. In these titles figure - : Tommy Trapwit, Nurse True- 
love, Mrs. Lovechild, Solomon Sobersides, Charley Columbus, Crop the 
Conjurer, Tommy Thumb, Cock Robin, Goody Twoshoes, Tom Trot, Robin 
Goodfellow, Mr. Tell Truth, Jackey Dandy, Solomon Winlove, etc. Alto- 
gether, the output of Juvenilia is very remarkable. Most curious of all, 



